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CAPTAIN KLEP. ANY READERS WHO REMEMBER HIM 
SHOULD BE ASHAMED OF THEMSELVES! THARG. 
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THIS 15 KEVIN O'CONNOR YOUR FRIENDLY 

STREET FOOTBALL COMMENTATOR, WELCOMING 

NOU TO SOUTHAMPTON ! I'M STANDING 

IN THE SHADOW OF THE GIANT SCOREBOARD, 

WHICH WILL SOON BÉ SPOTLIGHTING 

THE MATCH THAT THE WHOLE NATION 16. 
WAITING TO SEE +++ 


I" T'WAS THE ROMANS WHO BROUGHT FOOTBALL TO. 


BRITAIN. MIND YOU, THEY CALLED IT 'HARPASTU, 
AND OFTEN INDULGED IN A VICTORY KICK: 
WITH SEVERED HEADS OF CONQUERED BRI 
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WORLD'S MOST POPULAR SPECTATOR- АЖ 
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LETTING BRAWLS... 
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"THE FIRST ‘STREET GAMES WERE PLAVED IN ISOLATED] 
AREAS, SCHEDULED FOR DEMOLITION. BECAUSE OF THE 
SIZE OF THE PLAYING AREA, PLAYERS WERE ALSO 
ALLOWED 10 HANDLE THE BALL..." 
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1981's 
FIRST SCI-FI EPIC! 


1980 Famous Films. В.У. All Rights Reserved 


Wotcher, humes! It's your old mate, Ro-Jaws, back at the 2000 
A.D. film review desk to bring you my opinions on the latest 
offering coming to your local cinema soon. This time the 
Mighty Nerk sent me to see a brand new version of the daddy 
of all the sci-fi heroes ... FLASH GORDON! 


. 

І must confess | had ту doubts about this one; mates. | mean, 
о! Flash has been around for a long time. He first appeared as a 
comic strip in 1934 (one that's still goin’ today). From 1936 to 1940 
he starred in three successful movie serials and since then he’s ap- 
peared іп all kinds of books, comics and other spin-offs. Flash Gor- 
don has been the model for generations of space-age heroes — so 
what can be done with him in the 1980s that’s new and different? 
Well, nothin’, I'm pleased to say. Flash has returned to the screen 
virtually unchanged, bringin’ with him all the fun and adventure 
that were so much а part of the 1930s movies. Oh yes, Гме seen 
"ет. Sneaked a few tapes out of Thargy’s video library when he 
wasn't lookin’, didn't 1? 

So, here we have a spankin' new Flash Gordon film, produced 
by Ото De Laurentiis. Remember him, mates? The*hume that 


Above left Dale Arden (Melody Anderson) and right Flash 
Gordon (Sam Jones). A desperate rocket flight to Mongo 
changes their very lives. 


made the new version of King Kong a few years back. Don't worry, 
though, he's done okay with Flash Gordon — not a giant 
mechanical ape in sight! 


THE STORY > 


We start right in with the action as the evil Ming the Merciless 
(boo, hiss!), Emperor of the Planet Mongo, unleashes. all sorts of 
nasty things on the Earth; tidal waves, earthquakes and even... 
hot hail! (You haven't lived till you've seen hot hail!) Just for good 
measure, Ming uses energy waves to pull the Moon out of orbit, 
triggering a total solar eclipse. 

Discredited NASA scientist Dr Hans Zarkhov (Chaim Topol), 
using his home-made computers, predicts that Earth only has ten 
days before it is destroyed by the Moon crashing into it. Just hap- 
pening to have his own handy space rocket, Zarkhov naturally 
believes he can do something to stop this catastrophe. As luck 
- would have it, a plane containing American football hero Flash 
Gordon (Sam Jones) and the delectable Dale Arden (Melody 


Aura (Ornella Muti), daughter of the evil Emperor Ming the 
Merciless. Despite her father, she turns out to be an ally of 


Flash and his friends. 


Anderson) crashes into his laboratory at that moment and Zarkhov 
forces the pair to join him on his mission to save Earth. They blast 
off — destination Mongo. 

Mongo turns out to be a planet supporting several amazing 
kingdoms, each with its own leader. There's the great forest 
kingdom of Arboria where the Treemen live. In the sky, the floating 
city of the Hawkmen. There's the frozen world of Frigia and the 
water world of Aquaria. Though separate kingdoms exist on 
Mongo, all come under the brutal rule of Ming the Merciless. 

Flash, Dale and Zarkhov immediately fall into Ming's clutches, 
but Flash manages to escape and travels Mongo rallying the 
feuding Princes to form a massive force that will crush Ming's 
despotic rule and save the Earth. 

Spearheading this force are the Hawkmen of Vultan, led by the 
Hawk-King (Brian Blessed). Other allies Flash gathers along the 
way are Prince Barin (Timothy Dalton) of the Treemen and, amaz- 
ingly, Ming's daughter Aura (Ornella Muti) who just happens to be 
in love with Prince Barin. 

Back in Ming's palace, Dale and Zarkhov also get into all kinds of 
hot water as Ming attempts to brainwash Zarkhov into working for 
him while having evil designs on Dale — busy lad! 

However, all our heroes are reunited after the spectacular climax 
to the movie when all wrongs are righted and everybody lives hap- 
pily ever after . . . until the sequel comes round! 


THE REVIEW 


I won't pretend that this is the greatest science fiction film ever 
made — it's certainly no Star Wars — but it is one of the most en- 
joyable that I've seen in a long time. It's action all the way, taken at 

ға cracking pace. There is a lot of humour — intentional as well as 
unintentional — and nothing is taken too seriously. 

Flash, as played by newcomer Sam Jones, is your basic adven- 
ture hero; tall, fair-haired and fearless. Melody Anderson also plays 
Dale as the traditional hero's companion, though, in keeping with 
today's trends, makes her a little more resourceful than the Dale 
Arden of the old F/ash Gordon serials. Zarkhov, the 'brains' of the 
team, is played by Chaim Торо! who seems а little out of his depth 
in this setting — quite a change from "'Fiddler on the Roof". 

For me, however, the outstanding characters in the film are 
Vultan, played with great gusto by Brian Blessed, and Klytus, 


Ming the Merciless (Max von Sydow), ruler and tyrant of 
Mongo. His plan to destroy Earth brought Flash Gordon to 
Mongo and an end to his schemes. 


King Vultan (Brian Blessed), centre, and some of his 
Hawkmen. Thousands of them take to the air in the film's 
thrilling climax. 


Ming's right-hand man, played by Peter Wyngarde, unrecognisable 
under a golden face mask. | found him much more of a nasty 
character than Ming (Max von Sydow). Yes, when it comes to vile 
villains, old Klytus has my vote any day! 

As | said before, the key word in Flash Gordon is ‘action’ — and 
there's tons of it. A couple of scenes have really stuck in the old 
memory banks. The first is a fight scene early on in the film inside 
Ming's palace, where Flash uses some of his football tricks to deal 
with Ming's heavies. Great scene — helped by the ace soundtrack 
music of Queen. In fact Queen's music is a key element in this film. 
John Williams it ain't, but it doesn't half liven things up. The se- 
cond great action scene is another fight, this time between Flash 
and Prince Barin in the Hawkmen's sky city. Both men are fighting 
on a circular platform suspended above a sheer drop to the planet's 
surface below. Just to make things more interesting, Vultan (who, 
for reasons best explained in the film, has forced Flash and Barin to 
fight) manipulates controls that tilt the platform at crazy angles and 
cause deadly spikes to raise and retract from the platform's sur- 
face. Great stuff, mates. I 

Costumes and sets are also strong points of the film and the only 
let down is the special effects. These were pretty crude by to- 


day's high standards and | spotted more than a couple of wires at- 
tached to the hoardes of flyin' hawkmen. But these things don't 
detract too much from the whole feel of the film. Perhaps it's a 
good thing and will encourage other sci-fi epics to spend a little less 
on the circuit-boggling effects and concentrate more on the story. 

Go and see F/ash Gordon, mates, | can guarantee you a good 
time. 


NERVE CENTRE 


BORAG THUNC EARTHLETS! 

As this week's cover shows, I have pronounced 1981 to be the Y 
Alien. What does the Mighty One mean, I hear you ask. The answer is si 
Earthlets: 1981 the year in which your planet will be visited by 

errestrials! Not one, not two, but hundreds of Aliens will be making contact 
with you, most friendly but some evil. I want you to keep me informed of all 
contacts made, so that 1 can monitor the situation. es my Mighty 
powers will be needed to prevent catastrophe. Keep me informed, Earthlets 

or 1982 may never come! 
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Send your 
ALIEN-WATCH 
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KING'S REACH TOWER, 
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LONDON SEI 9 


A TYRANO-BOT 
WARRIOR 


Drawn by Anonymous Earthlet, 
Banchory. £3 Winner. 


VOTE HERE! 


Each week Tharg displays your drawings 
оп his Nerve Centre. 
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THARG'S NERVE CENTRE, COMMAND 
MODULE 2018, KING'S REACH TOWER, 
STAMFORD STREET, LONDON SE1 9LS. 
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DREDD — ROBOT OR МОТ? 


Dear Tharg, 

In Prog 186 Phillip Allen proposed a theory 
about Judge Dredd being a cyborg. | 
thought this as well, but | knew that the 
great, Mighty Tharg would not lie to us in 
saying that Dredd is human. So | came up 
with a theory that in the Judges’ training 
academy Dredd had a fatal accident and that 
Mega-City doctors had to replace some of 
his limbs with robotic parts. Dredd hated it 
so much that he thought his life was not 
worth living. So he made a promise-to him- 
self to be the toughest Judge ever to go on 
the streets. Please, Tharg, could you tell me 
if I'm right? 

Earthlet Jason Kaid, South Shields. £3 
Winner. 


Dear Tharg, 

| thought that it was about time that 
somebody put an end to these “Judge 
Dredd could be a robot" rumours. Let me 
point out that in Prog 154, where JD was 
after Rex Peters (Blood of Satanus drinker), 
Dredd cut himself to attract the monster. 
What came out of the cut? Not oil. Not 
lubricating fluid, but blood. Rea/ 100% 
blood. So | say that Earthlet Phillip Allen 
(Prog 186) is wrong. No way is Judge Dredd 
a cyborg or any other non-human. 

Earthlet Barry Donaldson, Garston. £3 
Winner. 

Quite right, Earthlet Barry. 1 hope your 
letter will quell this mass hysteria that has 
broken out since Earthlet Allen’s letter. 1 
will only say this once, Earthlets. Dredd is 
not a robot, cyborg or any other kind of ar- 
tificial being. Please devote your energies to 
more productive activities. 


COUNT THARGULA 


NICK STONE, THE STRONG MAN 


Dear Tharg, 

| have found a malfunction in Prog 186 in. 
the story Me/tdown Man. On page 30, in the 
last frame, the caption at the top says, 
“Strong was forced back the way he had 
come..." Evidently Stone should be in the 
place of Strong. | suggest the droid respon- 
sible should be sent to Mek-Quake im- 
mediately. 
Earthlet Cal Peters, Torquay. £3 Winner. 


My Dear Old Tharg, 

| have always been a keen follower of 
Meltdown Man and have held a high regard 
for Stone and ‘his incredible bravery. But 
now, since reading Prog 186, it would ap- 
pear that he uses a ‘stand-in’ called Strong 
for the especially dangerous bits. Since ' 
Strong is so cleverly disguised to look like 
Stone it was only when reading the fourth 
page of the story, where you carelessly 
revealed Strong’s name, that | realised that | 
was not always seeing the genuine article. 
Therefore, Tharg, please indicate in every 
drawing in future whether it is Strong ог. 
Stone | am looking at. 
Earthlet Philip Blythe, Aylesbury. £3 Win- 
ner. 


The reference to Strong in Prog 186 was 
spotted by many Earthlets. Only the fact 
that Mek-Quake was in the workshops for 
routine servicing saved the droid responsi- 
ble. However, I have administered the 
Rigelian Hotshot and sent him to clean out 
Ro-Jaws’ cubicle. As for you, Earthlet 
Blythe, your solution is very inventive, but 1 
suggest you make an appointment with your 
robo-shrink at the earliest opportunity. 
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Sent via Earthlet Jonathan White, Finn- 
ingley. £3 Winner. 
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As I thought, Earthlet White. The Dictators 
of Zrag are not only stupid, but they cannot 
write either! 


ALPHA'S PARTICLES REVISITED 
Borag Thungg, Tharg, 

The writer of the letter about the alpha 
particles in Prog 186 is quite wrong. The 
human brain works on Alpha Rhythms and it 
is known that the mind can be extended out- 
side of the body (like Wolfie Smith). Johnny 
Alpha, having a mutant brain, has immense 
control over these particles. The mind, as 
you will confirm, has few limits. Tharg is 
never wrong! 

Earthlet Wolfe, Pitsmoor. £3 Winner. 


Very true, Earthlet Wolfe. However, I 
think you are confusing two different forms 
of energy. Your lower grade brains operate 
on electrical activity, whilst the energy 


THARG WHO? 
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rified to find th: 
other science 
included in it, there 

insuit, or dc 

ex-directory'? 

Earthlet Philip Smith, Tavistock. ҒЗ Win: 
ner. 


Though this Brian Ash person you speak 
of did not contact me regarding his book, I 
am glad that I was not included. I simply do 
not have the time to deal with all the science 
fiction authors who would be calling me for 
advice on their latest books. 


Johnny Alpha generates from his eyes is of a 
radioactive nature. Good try though, Ear- 
thlet. 


BARELY SURVIVED 
Dear Mighty One, 

1 recently went out and bought a different 
comic, not 2000 A.D: Forgive my foolish- 
ness, but | thought that a dose of inferior 
thrill-power might help me along between 
2000 A.D.s. However, | was duly punished. 
This comic is so bad that I think it is publish- 
ed by the Dictators of You-know-where. My 
thrill-circuits received a severe shock and 1 
barely survived until the arrival of my next 
2000 A.D. | am concerned that Earthlets 
with weak circuits might receive permanent 
damage from such comics. Can you warn 
them against experimenting? 2000 A.D. pro- 
vides enough thrill-power for anyone. 
Earthlette Gaie Sebold, Oxford. £3 Win- 
ner. 


You did an extremely foolish and 
dangerous thing, Earthlette Gaie. Have I not 
warned you repeatedly about the dangers of 
Thrill-Sucker infestation from other comics? 
It does not. need much to bring those 
parasites back, and defeating them may not 
be so easy next time. 


THE MEGA-CITY ONE TOP 10 
The Earth Dies Screaming. 

Killer on the Loose. 

Dog Eat Dog. 

Special Brew. 


Modern Girl. . .. 

Give Me the Night. 
I Die — You Die. . 
10 (Let Me Be) Your T: 


оомотьом- 


..The Mekon 


Nemesis and the Blitzspears 

Johnny Alpha and the Strontium Dogs 
Murd and the Oppressors 

Dredd and the Hyper Cops 

The Acid Sea Surfers 

Angelina diGriz 

Captain Constanta and his Troopers 
Matt Tallon and the Slayers 


..Ursa and 209 


Earthlet Chris Chibnall, Solihull, £3 Winner. 


COSMIC CAT 
D by Andrew Gills 
Blaydon-on-Tyne. £3 Winner 


GUARDIAN OF THE 


ICENIGH WARP 
Drawn by Earthlet .-Ewan 
Brownlow, Morley. £3 Winner. 
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FRANK IN TRUCK 7! 
À COME IN, PLEASE * 


SLEEPYBYE CONTROL ГО TRUCK 7. 
WHAT'S YOUR PROBLEM, FRANK ? 
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STILL NO FIX ON HERSHEY, DREDD, BUT HERSHEY WAS ON THE JUDGE GHILD 
‚| RECORDS HAVE COME UP WITH SOMETHING MISSION. TOO. YOU THINK THIS 
INTERESTING. . . THERE IS A FIFTH ANGEL : FINK HEARD ABOUT HIS FAMILY AND 
CAME LOOKING FOR REVENGE ? 
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AFTER LAST NIGHT. Ұн, 
WONDER IF THO: 


| KNEEL TO NO- 


H ONE — ESPECIALLY 
IAD'S WARNING THAT ONE OF TWO 1 
! BABIES FOUND ON AN ABANDONED COLONY, А SOMEONE WHO'S 
110) SHIP is THE DESTROYER А BEING DESTINED J 
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TURN, ARM 
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THE DESTROYER TURNED ТО 


THE FIGURE OF ЛЖ TRIAD... 


| 
ЇЕ 
EXCELLENT! 


YOU ARE МУ. 
SERVANTS— YOU 


ФА RA 2 
K, DESTROY ME, BUT IT IS I 
WHO SHALL KILL YOU! 


IT IS DEAD... 
NERVOUS SYST COULD NOT 
‚С WITHSTAND THE SHOCK OF 
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ACCELERATED GROWTH. 


TRIAD — УО! 
ROBBED ME ОР MY CHILD- 
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'ATHETIC CREATURE THAT 
YOU ARE— YOU ARE ALL THAT STAN! 
BETWEEN THE DESTROYER ANO 
HIS GOAL! 


AND KILLII 
ARE THE 
HELPEI 
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++ EARTHLET ART ON DISPLAY ++ EARTHLET ART ОМ DISPLAY ++ 


Printed here are some of the 

many hundreds of Judge 

Dredd drawings I receive each 

week. Galactic groats are 

awarded to each Earthlet 

whose work appears here. 

Now, where do I get the idea 

that some of you aren’t taking 

Mega-City’s top lawman as 

seriously as you should be? JUDGE DREDD 
Drawn by Earthlet Darren 
Rhodes, Pudsey. £3 Winner, 


| JUDGE GERBIL JUDGE TEDD JUDGE SHORTY ) 
Drawn by Earthlet Christopher Drawn by Earthlet Mark Tomlin- Drawn by Earthlet Eamonn Drawn by Earthlet lan Black, Manchester. 
Read, Saxmundham. £3 Winner, Ш son, Netherton. £3 Winner. McDaid, Manchester. £3 Winner. £5 Winner. 


GQ ADVENTURE 
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Multiactivity courses including: 


@Rock climbing @Canoeing 
@Ski-ing 


£89.70 per week fully inclusive 
Sailing courses also, £108.10 


Bowles Outdoor Centre (Я) 
Eridge, Tunbridge Wells 
(Crowborough 4127) 


PLUS AL г = 
YOUR REGULAR RESERVATION 
Энэ 
Те] 
MELTDOWN МАМ Posee. дун devait 1 thrill- 


MEAN ARENA 
DASH DECENT powered copy of 2000 AD each week. 
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Signature of Parent/Guardian* | | 
"delete as applicable 


ADVERTISEMENT 


| great new idea to “Y 
get you out of the pits in record time. 
- 9 


Faster than a speeding 
bullet - the new Lamborghini 
Countach from Airfix. 


And it's almost as quick to make as it 


გ is on the race-track. 
That's because it's a new Snap-n-glue kit. 
- Simply ‘snap’ the major parts together and 
5 away you go, in lap record time. 
The finished model, however, is just 
as detailed and accurate as traditional 
glue-together kits. 
And the colourful, new press-on 
decals add even more realism. 


Altogether, there are 12 different 


models in the Snap-n-glue range. 
Take a look at them. 


5% | But hurry, they’re going fast. К 
a 
monmsrmovronwens SNAP glue 


